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3. MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM 

3.1 LOCATION OF URBANIZED AREA 
The Urbanized Area of Pittsfield extends into Lanesborough from Pittsfield to the north.  It includes Rt. 8 
and the area immediately to the west of Rt. 8, Rt. 7 from the town line to north of Summer Street, the 
area between Rt. 8 & Rt. 7, and the area surrounding Pontoosuc Lake including portions of Balance Rock 
Rd. (See map on page 8). 

3.2 RECEIVING WATERBODIES 
Listing of all discharges identified pursuant to the 2016 MA Small MS4 Final Permit part 2.1.1 and 
description of response. The permittee will reduce the discharge of pollutants such that the discharges 
from the MS4 do not cause or contribute to an exceedance of water quality standards. 

The Town has identified the surface water bodies that receive discharges from the MS4. The following 
surface water bodies have been identified as receiving stormwater directly from outfalls or by receiving 
surface water from connecting brooks. 

• Hoosic River 
• Secum Brook 
• Town Brook 
• Muddy Brook 
• Pontoosuc Lake (303d) 
• Berkshire Pond (303d) 
• Cheshire Reservoir (303d) 

3.2.1 Discharges to Certain Impaired Waters 
In accordance with the requirements of the 2016 MA Small MS4 Final Permit the Town of Lanesborough 
has identified all MS4 discharges, including both outfalls and interconnections to other MS4s or other 
separate storm sewer systems, that: 

1. Are subject to Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) related requirements as identified in the 2016 MA 
Small MS4 Final Permit part 2.2.1; and 

2. Are subject to additional requirements to protect water quality as identified in the 2016 MA Small 
MS4 Final Permit part 2.2.2. 

3.2.1.1 Discharges Subject to Requirements Related to an Approved TMDL 
Discharges from the MS4 are subject to an approved TMDL for the Long Island Sound as identified in the 
2016 MA Small MS4 Final Permit part 2.2.1.  The Town will follow the requirements of the 2016 MA 
Small MS4 Final Permit part 2.2.1 and Appendix F of the Permit and will comply with all applicable 
schedules and requirements in Appendix F, part A.  The Town’s compliance with all applicable 
requirements and BMP implementation schedules in Appendix F applicable to it will constitute 
compliance with part 2.1.1.a. of the Permit. 
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3.2.1.2 Category 4b & Category 5 Waters 
There are no discharges from the MS4 to a waterbody (or its tributaries) that is water quality limited due 
to nutrients (Total Nitrogen or Total Phosphorus), metals (Cadmium, Copper, Iron, Lead or Zinc), solids 
(TSS or Turbidity), chloride (Chloride) or oil and grease (Petroleum Hydrocarbons or Oil and Grease) and 
the Town is not listed in part 2.2.2.a.-b. of the 2016 MA Small MS4 Permit. 

Waterbody Segment That Receives 
Flow from MS4 

Number of 
Outfalls into 

Receiving 
Segment 

Impairments 

Pontoosuc Lake (MA21083) 12 Eurasian Water Milfoil, Myriophyllum spicatum 
Non-Native Aquatic Plants 
DDT 
Mercury in Fish Tissue 

Hoosic River (MA11-03) 7 Alteration in stream-side or littoral vegetative 
covers 
Other flow regime alterations 
Physical substrate habitat alterations 
Ambient Bioassays -- Chronic Aquatic Toxicity 
Fecal Coliform 
Temperature 

Cheshire Reservoir (MA11019) 6 Eurasian Water Milfoil, Myriophyllum spicatum 
Non-Native Aquatic Plants 
Excess Algal Growth 
Aquatic Plants (Macrophytes) 

There are 7 discharges to the Hoosic River (MA11-03), which is impaired by bacteria/pathogens (Fecal 
Coliform).  There will be no increased discharges, including increased pollutant loading(s) from the MS4 
to impaired waters listed in categories 5 or 4b on the most recent Massachusetts Integrated Report of 
waters listed pursuant to Clean Water Act section 303(d) and 305(b) unless demonstrated that there is 
no net increase in loading from the MS4 to the impaired water of the pollutant(s) for which the 
waterbody is impaired.  The Town has demonstrated compliance with this provision by documenting 
that the total load of the pollutant(s) of concern from the MS4 to any impaired portion of the receiving 
water will not increase as a result of the activity and retaining documentation of this finding in the 
SWMP.  Unless otherwise determined by the Town, USEPA or by MassDEP that additional demonstration 
is necessary, compliance with the requirements of part 2.2.2 and part 2.3.6 of the Permit, including all 
reporting and documentation requirements, will be considered as demonstrating no net increase. 

3.3 INCREASED DISCHARGES 
Any increased discharge, including increased pollutant loading(s) through the MS4 to waters of the 
United States is subject to the antidegradation regulations of the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality 
Standards at 314 CMR 4.04. The Town will comply with the provisions of 314 CMR 4.04 including 
information submittal requirements and obtaining authorization for increased discharges where 
appropriate. Any authorization of an increased discharge by MassDEP will be incorporated into this 
SWMP. 
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3.4 ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DISCHARGES TO SURFACE 
DRINKING WATER SUPPLIES AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES 

The Town will take appropriate measures to avoid or minimize impacts to surface public drinking water 
supply sources. The Town does not discharge to public surface drinking water supply sources (Class A 
and Class B surface waters used for drinking water) or their tributaries.  The Town will notify public 
water supplies in the event of an emergency including the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection, Bureau of Resource Protection, Drinking Water Program, One Winter Street, Boston, MA 
02108 – phone (617) 292-5770. 

3.5 SANITARY SEWER OVERFLOW (SSO) INVENTORY 
In accordance with the 2016 MA Small MS4 Permit, the Town must identify all known locations where 
SSOs have discharged to the MS4 within the previous five (5) years. There are no SSOs within the Town 
of Lanesborough.  This includes SSOs resulting, during dry or wet weather, from inadequate conveyance 
capacities, or where interconnectivity of the storm and sanitary sewer infrastructure allows for 
communication of flow between the systems. 

As there are no SSOs within the Town, this section of the SWMP is intended to fulfill the requirement to 
maintain an inventory as a part of the SWMP and update the inventory annually.  If in the future an SSO 
is identified as a result of inadequate conveyances the Town will update the SWMP to include the 
following information consistent with part 2.3.4.4.b.1-7 of the Permit: 

1. Location (approximate street crossing/address and receiving water, if any); 

2. A clear statement of whether the discharge entered a surface water directly or entered the MS4; 

3. Date(s) and time(s) of each known SSO occurrence (i.e., beginning and end of any known discharge); 

4. Estimated volume(s) of the occurrence; 

5. Description of the occurrence indicating known or suspected cause(s); 

6. Mitigation and corrective measures completed with dates implemented; and 

7. Mitigation and corrective measures planned with implementation schedules. 

3.6 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
3.6.1 Documentation Regarding Endangered Species 
The Town of Lanesborough lies within Berkshire County.  The Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis) listed as a threatened species within the County. However, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has indicated “no critical habitat under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are 
known to occur in the project area.”  The Lanesborough MS4 is therefore eligible for coverage under the 
General Permit as determined by eligibility criteria C.  A copy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife determination 
is included as Appendix C. The proper consultations and updates to the SWMP will be conducted for 
construction projects where separate Construction General Permit (CGP) coverage is not being 
obtained. 
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3.6.2 Documentation Regarding Historic Properties 
The Town certifies eligibility regarding historic properties under eligibility criteria A.  The Town’s 
stormwater discharges, allowable non-stormwater discharges, and stormwater discharge-related 
activities will not have an effect on a property that is listed or eligible for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Properties (NRHP).  Based upon review of sites in Lanesborough shown on the MassGIS 
datalayer for National Register and State Register sites and analysis of those sites in relation to known 
outfall locations no such historic sites are anticipated to be negatively impacted by stormwater.  The 
Town will coordinate any review with MHC as necessary as we move forward with construction of 
various stormwater management projects. 
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